Chapter 21

Generalization: Expanding Stimulus Control

Study Questions

1. What is the difference between discrimination and generalization? Provide an example for each based on your own experience in the present course. (p. 415-416)

2. An o___  - _g ______________ is a form of inappropriate generalization.  Think of a present or former associate and cite an example of that kind of inappropriate generalization.  
(p. 416-417)
3. SDr  is the abbreviation for which kind of stimuli? (p. 417)
4. Define response generalization and explain and illustrate how it differs from stimulus generalization. (p. 417)
5. It is best to teach discrimination before teaching stimulus generalization. Why or why not?  (p. 418)
6. All of the following are true statements about response generalization, except: (p. 419)
a. Discrimination is automatic

b. It forms the core of shaping

c. Allows you to avoid having to teach minor behavioral variations from scratch

d. Sometimes behavioral variations can cause problems

7. Provide two original illustrations of the disadvantages of stimulus and response generalization. (p. 418-419)
8. At home, Johnny’s mother taught him how to brush his teeth and comb his hair every morning. Imagine her surprise when Johnny’s Aunt Clara called while he was visiting her for the week to ask why he never brushes his teeth or combs his hair! Explain what has happened here. (p. 420)
9. When writing a behavioral objective it is important to include a generalization element. T or F? Please explain your choice. (p. 420-421)
10. What kinds of criteria would you want to include for generalization when setting goals and objectives? (p. 421)
11. Think of a situation where you wanted to teach, or had taught someone how to do a task. How did you capitalize on the reinforcers that were available to you? Were they naturally supportive, or contrived? Explain.  Would you do things differently had you to do it over again? (p. 422-423)
12. There are several ways to support generalization. Briefly explain each one listed below and give a novel example for each. (Note: These are just a few of the numerous ways listed in this chapter!) 

a. Program common stimuli across conditions (p. 424)
b. Request generalization (p. 423)
c. Promote fluency (p. 427)
d. Provide enough exemplars (p. 428)
e. Train loosely (p. 429)
13. The more closely the training stimulus resembles the natural stimulus, the greater/lesser (choose one) the probability of generalization. Conversely, the larger the differences between two stimuli conditions, the _____greater/lesser the probability of stimulus generalization. 
(p. 424)
14. If you were unable to train the following skills in their natural settings, how would you train them so they might be better generalized when the client moves into the more natural environment in which these activities would occur: (p. 424-425)
a. Assembling CD cases

b. Doing laundry

c. Flying an helicopter

15. What is correspondence training and explain and illustrate how it works? (p. 426)
16. What would you need your client to do in order to promote fluency?  Illustrate this point with an example from your area of interest. (p. 427)
17. Why are more exemplars better than less when training for generalization? (p. 428)
18. How would you choose appropriate exemplars?  Provide a scenario in which you are doing that. (p. 428-429)
19. Now give an example of a set of exemplars you could use for benign and poisonous snakes. (p. 428-429)
20. Define the term overselectivity. (p. 430)
21. Just Plain Jane, who always wore grey clothing and her hair in a bun, taught her student, Jose, how to name his colors. Every day, they sat at the table in the corner in the back of the room and recited the color names ten times each. One day, Just Plain Jane asked Jose to name his colors while she was pushing him on the swing on the playground and he couldn’t give her the name of even one color. The next day, back at that table, Jose got 100% on color naming. Offer an explanation as to why Jose was able to name his colors at the table but not on the playground. (p. 430)
22. Looking again at Jose from question 21, Just Plain Jane (who had recently secured a boyfriend!) came to class in a dress of vibrant orange and yellow. Her hair curled around her shoulders, and she had make-up on! When she sat Jose down at their special table to review his colors for a final time, he couldn’t do it. What happened? What are some things you would suggest that Just Plain Jane do to help Jose generalize the knowledge she knows he has? (p. 430-431)
23. Both Incidental Teaching (IT) and The Natural Learning Paradigm (NLP) are good methods for “loose teaching.” Describe how each method works and provide your own example for each.  (p. 430-431)
24. What does it mean to use indiscriminative contingencies, and why do this? (p. 431)
25. Marianne always cleaned up at school but never at home. When generalization fails to occur spontaneously, what might her parents do to encourage it?  (p. 432-433)
26. Every morning when Harry gets up he follows his morning routine while reciting each task he will perform aloud. “First I’ll brush my teeth; then wash my face and dry it. I will go get dressed and after that make my bed. I will go downstairs for coffee and feed the cat…” This is an example of what kind of technique? Tell how you would use this technique and explain it to someone. (p. 433)
27. Why objectively document generalization? (p. 435)
28. Optional: Try to explain to a friend, or family member, what you have just learned about generalization in this chapter.  Include examples common to both of you.   

