Love is the Greatest Commandment of All
[Jesus said], “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)
Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself.
I am the Lord. Keep my decrees. (Leviticus 19:18-19)
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Matthew 22:36-39)
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. (John 3:16)
[Jesus said], “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love
each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You
are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. This is my command:
Love each other.” (John 15:9-17)
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his
love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends,
since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. (1 John 4:7-12)
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to
die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans
5:7-8)
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom
God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died
—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger
or sword? As it is written:“For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:31b-39)
If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I
gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:3-8a)
Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs. (Proverbs 10:12)

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love each
other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in
its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone
serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:7-11)
For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who
belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were
evil and his brother’s were righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. We
know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains
in death. Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
residing in him. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in
need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with
words or speech but with actions and in truth. (1 John 3:11-18)
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love is made complete among us
so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love.
But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made
perfect in love. We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a
liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they
have not seen. And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and
sister. (1 John 4:16b-21)
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one
another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who
mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low
position. Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this,
you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans
12:9-21)
[Jesus said], “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you
love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet
only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:43-48)
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all
together in perfect unity. (Colossians 3:12-14)
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. (1
John 2:15)
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. He gives food to every creature. His love
endures forever. Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever. (Psalm 136:1 and 25-26)

