Doing the Work of the Lord
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his presence with
singing! (Psalm 100:1-2)
Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31b)
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15)
All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. (Acts 2:44-45)
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but
they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among
them. For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and
put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. (Acts 4:32-35)
Jesus said to [the disciples], “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.” (John
4:34)

“Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” (John 6:27)
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel
of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38)
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2)
And [Jesus] said to [the apostles], “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as
lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road.
Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace will
rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they
provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and
they receive you, eat what is set before you. (Luke 10:2-8)
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30)
But Jesus called [the disciples] to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve. (Mark 10:45a)

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, not by the
way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,
rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, knowing that whatever good anyone does,
this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. (Ephesians 6:5-8)
Slaves are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not
argumentative, not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Savior. (Titus 2:9-10)
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
Then [Peter and John] laid their hands on [the people of Samaria] and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when
Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money,
saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” But
Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with
money! (Acts 8:17-20)
Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who
tends a flock without getting some of the milk? If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we
reap material things from you? If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? Nevertheless,
we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the
gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord
commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:7 and 11-14)
Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer
deserves his wages.” (1 Timothy 5:17-18)
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:58)
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is
worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. (James 1:26-27)
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days
and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command
these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you
will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship
the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” (Matthew 4:1-4 and 8-10)
When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal
life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.
And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.
(John 17:1-5)

