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Short essay

On

The use of “Signs” in the Gospel of John

The Gospel of John presents readers a lot of signs. This signs appears to be John’s purpose statement for his Gospel in John 20:30-31, which he states that the signs that have been recorded in this Gospel have been purposely put there to build our faith resulting in eternal life. The Gospel of John can be divided into two parts. These two parts have been referred to as the Book of Signs (1:19-12:50) and the Book of Glory (13:1-20:31) with a concluding Epilogue (21:1-25). The Book of Signs contains 7 signs that all lead up to the final sign that is contained in John 18-20, the glorification of Jesus on the cross and through the resurrection. 

The gospel of John is called the sign gospel. It shows 8 signs of Jesus’ work of miracles. “Signs” is the works and miracles, which Jesus Christ did which correspond to the seven “I am” saying:

1. John 2: 1-12. The water turning to wine. This sign confirms that Jesus is the True Vine.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

2. In John 4:43-54. The healing of the official’s son. This sign confirms that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.

3. In John 5:1-15. The sign of healing a paralyzed man by Jerusalem’s sheep gate. This sign confirm that Jesus is the door of the sheepfold.

4. In John 6:1-15. The Feeding of 5000. This is to confirm that Jesus is the bread of life.   

5. In John 6:16-24.  Jesus walking on water. Jesus did in the Gospel of John if “I am” with no objects is included: When Jesus said, “I am; be not afraid,” He was walking on the water. 

6. In John 9:1-12. The sign of healing a blind man to see the light. This sign confirms that Jesus is the light of the world. 

7. John 11:1-44. The raising of Lazarus. This sign confirms that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 

The purpose for the signs was either to bring people to belief, to confirm beliefs already held, or both. The signs lead to a faith which specifically affirms Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of God.” In the language of the gospel this means concretely that Jesus was sent from God (John 5:36) and therefore possessed the very nature of God (1:1-3). This faith results in life for the believer. In the context of the gospel, "life" no doubt connotes "eternal life" (John 3:15-16; 4:13-14) which begins here and now, though death occurs even for the believer.
