
Facts…

Any dog, of any size, sex, breed or mixture of breeds can bite. Dogs will bite when they have been injured, abused, teased, or neglected. However, some facts have come to light regarding dogs that have bitten; and victims of those bites.

In reported dog bite cases, authorities found that:

* More German Shepherd Dogs, German Shepherd mixes, Chow Chows, Chow-Chow mixes, Cocker Spaniels, Cocker Spaniel mixes, and Akitas had more reported bites than other breeds.
* The majority of the dogs were un-neutered males, followed by un-spayed females.
* The dogs had received little or no formal training.
* The training the dogs had received did not emphasize the owner's pack leadership skills.
* The majority of the dogs had previously growled or snapped at family members; giving warning of poor behavior to come.
* Dogs were chained (rather than fenced).

* Reported dog bites cost us, the taxpayers, over $1 billion annually. State Farm Fire and Casualty Company alone paid out over $80 million in dog bite related claims in 1997.

Preventing & Avoiding Dog Bites

An estimated 4.7 million people in the United States are bitten by dogs each year. While about 2,500 of these are letter carriers, children are the most common victims of severe dog bites. Dog-bite injuries are a serious problem in our country, but they're a problem we can solve. Here's how:

Spay or neuter your dog. Dogs who have NOT been spayed or neutered are three times more likely to bite than dogs that have been spayed or neutered.

Train and socialize your dog so that he/she is comfortable being around people, including friends, neighbors and children.
Never play "attack" games with your dog. He won't always understand the difference between play and real-life situations.

If you don't know how your dog will react to a new situation, be cautious. When a letter carrier or dog waste clean up or other service person comes to your door, be sure your dog is safely restrained or confined in another room before opening the door. Don't allow your dog to bark, jump against the door or window, or bite mail as it comes through the mail slot; this will only teach your dog to attack a letter carrier or service people. 

If your dog exhibits behavior such as growling, nipping, or biting - even on an occasional basis - seek professional advise from your veterinarian, an animal behaviorist or a skilled dog trainer.

Never approach a dog you don't know or a dog that is alone without his owner, especially if the dog is confined behind a fence, within a car, or on a chain.

Don't disturb a dog that is sleeping, eating, or caring for puppies.

Don't pet a dog, even your own, without letting him see and sniff you first.

When approached by a dog you don't know, don't run or scream. Instead, stand still with your hands at your sides and do not make direct eye contact with or speak to the dog. Teach children to "be a tree" until a dog goes away and practice this response with a stuffed dog toy.

If you are knocked to the ground, curl into a ball with your hands over your ears. Lie still and keep quiet until the dog goes away. Teach children to "lie like a log" until the dog goes away.

If a dog attacks, you may be able to decrease injury by "feeding" him your jacket, purse or bicycle, or anything else that can serve as a barrier between you and the dog.
-- Before selecting a dog, seek a veterinarian's advice about which dog is right for your family and lifestyle. 

-- Don't put your dog in situations where it may feel threatened or teased. 

-- Follow leash laws - don't let your dog roam free. 

-- Train your dog to obey basic commands such as ''stay,'' ''sit,'' and ''come.'' 

-- Keep your dog healthy with regular check-ups and a vaccination program tailored to your dog's needs. 

-- See a veterinarian promptly if your dog is sick or injured. Illness and pain can make a dog more likely to bite. 

-- Don't play aggressive games with your dog. 

-- Confine your dog in a fenced yard or dog run when it is not in the house. Never tether or chain your dog because this can contribute to aggressive behavior. 

Safety Tips for Adults and Children: 

-- Never approach an unfamiliar dog. 

-- If approached by an unfamiliar dog, stand still like a tree. 

-- Never run from a dog and never scream around a dog. 

-- If a dog knocks you over, roll into a ball, cover your face and stay still. 

-- Children should never play with dogs unless supervised by an adult. 

-- Children should tell an adult if they see a stray dog or a dog acting strangely. 

-- Don't disturb a dog that is eating or caring for puppies. 

-- Don't play with a dog without allowing it to see and sniff you first. Children should never approach a dog unless supervised by an adult. 

-- Adults should never leave an infant or young child alone with any dog, not even the family pet. 


