Welcome

Order of Worship

to First Presbyterian Church

February 14, 2021

10:00 a.m. Service

During this time of social distancing, we ask that all singing and responsive reading be done from behind a mask.
Thank you for doing your part to keep yourself and others safe during the pandemic.

Prelude

Psalm XXIII

Powell

Introit

Sing to God!

Folts

Call to Worship
*Hymn #482

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

1. Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, Now to His temple draw near;
Join me in glad adoration!
2. Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen How thy desires e'er have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

3. Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the amen Sound from His people again;
Gladly for aye we adore Him.

*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, your love for us exceeds our devotion to you. We confess to you the poverty of our lives. We are a selfcentered people whose love of self so often barricades us from others who are around us. Forgive our sin. Heal our broken hearts, so we may love and serve you. In Christ’s name we pray.

*Silent Prayer of Confession
*Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the Good News.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

*Congregational Response

Gloria Patri

Welcome and Announcements
Minute for Mission

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

Come Down, O Love Divine

*Hymn #592

Quick

The Doxology

*Prayer of Commitment and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Choral Response
Anthem

When Morning Gilds the Skies

Scripture Reading

Ijames
Philippians 4:4-13

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;
6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
4

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you have learned
and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
8

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me,
but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be
content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
10

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Time
*Hymn
1. I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice, and it told thy love to me;
but I long to rise in the arms of faith and be closer drawn to thee.
Refrain:
Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to the cross where thou hast died.
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, to thy precious, bleeding side.
2. Consecrate me now to thy service, Lord, by the power of grace divine;
let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, and my will be lost in thine. (Refrain)
3. O the pure delight of a single hour that before thy throne I spend,
when I kneel in prayer, and with thee, my God, I commune as friend with friend! (Refrain)
4. There are depths of love that I cannot know till I cross the narrow sea;
there are heights of joy that I may not reach till I rest in peace with thee. (Refrain)

I Am Thine, O Lord

Scripture Reading

Nehemiah 8:1-8

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the
Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel.
1

So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they
heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning
until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. And the ears of all the people were
attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And
beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah,
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand.
2

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people
stood.

And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they
bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law,
while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading.
6

Sermon

Rev. Dr. David H. Green
Lessons from Nehemiah:
Restoring Worship
“And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their hands.
And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.” (Nehemiah 8:6)

Prayers of the People
*Hymn

Because He Lives

1. God sent His son, they called Him Jesus
He came to love, heal, and forgive.
He lived and died to buy my pardon,
An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.

Refrain:
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.
Because He lives, All fear is gone.
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living just because He lives.

*Charge and Benediction
*Closing Response
3. And then one day I'll cross the river,
I'll fight life's final war with pain.
And then as death gives way to victory,
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives.
(Refrain)

*Postlude

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name

Price
*Please stand if able.
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