Welcome
Order of Worship
November 1, 2020

10:00 a.m. Service

During this time of social distancing, we ask that all singing and responsive reading be done from behind a mask.
Thank you for doing your part to keep yourself and others safe during the pandemic.

Prelude
Introit

Toccata on Ein Feste Burg
Lord, We Come to Worship You

Gordon Young
Folts

Call to Worship
*Hymn #411

Arise, Your Light is Come!

1. Arise, your light is come! The Spirit's call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God which shines on you today.
2. Arise, your light is come! Fling wide the prison door;
Proclaim the captive's liberty, good tidings to the poor.

3. Arise, your light is come! All you in sorrow born,
Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who morn.
4. Arise, your light is come! The mountains burst in song!
Rise up like eagles on the wing, God's pow'r will make us strong.

Litany for the Election
Loving God, creator of this world who is the source of our wisdom and understanding, watch over this nation during this time of
election. Help us to see how our faith informs our principles and actions. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.

We give thanks for the right to vote. Help us to hold this privilege and responsibility with the care and awareness it merits, realizing that our vote matters and that it is an act of faith. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Guide us through this election as a nation, state, and community as we vote for people to do work on our behalf and on the behalf
of our communities. Help us to vote for people that will better our community and our world so it may reflect the values Christ
taught us. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.

Help us create communities that will build your kingdom here on earth – communities that will protect the poor, stand up for the
vulnerable, advocate for those who are not seen and heard, and listen to everyone’s voice. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come together for the common good and do as you have called us to do –
to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you through creation. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Help us act out of love, mercy and justice rather than out of arrogance or fear. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
Lord, continue to guide us as we work for the welfare of this world. We pray for places that are torn by violence, that they may
know peace. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.
We pray for communities who are struggling with inequality, unrest, and fear. May we all work toward reconciliation with one
another and with God. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.

Help us to listen in love, work together in peace, and collaborate with one another as we seek the betterment of our community
and world. God, our creator,
People: Guide us in truth and love.

*Congregational Response

Gloria Patri

Welcome and Announcements

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
*Hymn #592

Come to Me

Berry
The Doxology

*Prayer of Commitment and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Choral Response
Scripture Reading

Ephesians 4:17-32

17 This

I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of
their mind, 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them,
because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all
uncleanness with greediness.
20 But

you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in
Jesus:
you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness and holiness.
22 that

25 Therefore,

putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another. 26 “Be
angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no
longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has
need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the
hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness,
wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Superheroes Need Not Apply!
Rev. Tom Coop

The Sacrament of Communion
Invitation to the Table

Prayers of the People
Words of Institution

Distribution of the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving
*Hymn #420

God of Grace and God of Glory

1. God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power;
crown the ancient church's story; bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of thls hour, for the facing of thls hour.
2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us, scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to love and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days, for the living of these days.
3. Cure thy children's warring madness, bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

*Charge and Benediction
*Closing Response
4. Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that they may be
armored with all Christlike graces, pledged to set all captives free.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
that we fail not them nor thee, that we fail not them nor thee!

*Postlude

Toccata on Come Thou Fount

James McLeland
*Please stand if able.

“Arise, Your Light is Come!” by Ruth Duck and William H. Walter. Text: ©1981 Ruth Duck. All Rights Reserved. Use by permission. CCL #2714264

We welcome the Rev. Tom Coop to the pulpit for the next three Sundays. Tom began his ministry right here at FPC
Conroe as an associate pastor, from the beginning of 1998 till the end of 2001. From there, he served as pastor of a
small church in San Jose, California for 17 years, until he retired in February of last year. After a brief stay in Georgia,
Tom and his wife DeLynn are happy to be back here in Conroe where DeLynn grew up and where both her daughters
and two of her grandchildren now live.
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